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News
Ancient Buddhas painted in oils
Were painters on the Silk Road way ahead of the Europeans?

Philip Ball

Artists in Alghanist:
practice in Europe, ;

Los Angeles Times = Business
fou are here: LAT Home = Business = Technology

OIl painting appeared centuries
Pl earlier -- in Asia
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updated 2 hours, 54 minutes ago

- Earliest oil paintings discovered in First-ever oil paintings found in
A Afghanistan Afghanistan

Pasted Wed Apr 23, 2008 5:23am AEST
Updated 5 howurs 54 minufes ago

KABUL, Afghanistan (CHNN) — Scientists have found what they described this week as the earliest oil
paintings ever discoverad.

so  Scientists say they have proved the world’s first ever

UK ail paintings were in caves near two destroyed giant

Bu: f Buddha in Afahanist Burals found on cave walls in Afghanistan prove
He: statues of Bu a In Atghanisian. that painting with oil had been going on in Asia for
Sci centuries before arlists used the technigue in

Europe, scientists said this weak.

Tec Samples from paintings, dating from the 7th century AD,

were taken from caves in Bamiyan. Until now, art historians belisved that oil painting

started in Europe in the 15th century.

The European Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF) in Seientists found the murals in a network of caves

where monks lived and prayed in the Afghan
region of Bamiyan, according to a statement on the
Web site of the Eurgpean Synchrotron Radiation
Facility, where the ancient paintings were
analyzed.

The Taliban destroyed twa 6th canifury ¢
Buaddhas in 2001 (file photo). (Reuters: 1
Tomasevic)

A LASTLIR SRERTIES ATRET U A
Afghan murals show ol painting was going on for cenfuries.
earfier in Asia than Eurape.

Until 2001, two colossal Sth-century statuss of
Buddhas stood at the mouth of the caves. Then the
Taliban, which then ruled Afghanistan, blew up

tho ctatisac nn tha Armindc thaot thaw wora e
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