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IV. User Program and Statistics
 SPring-8 calls for public use proposals principally 
twice a year.  The submitted proposals are reviewed 
by the Proposal Review Committee (PRC).  As for 
General Proposals, 466 proposals out of the 694 
submitted proposals were approved in the research 
term 2011B, and 471 out of the 618 submitted 
proposals were approved in 2012A.  Since the start 
of the Long-term Program in 2000B, 38 Long-term 
Proposals have been implemented, that is, 15 and 
14 proposals were carried out in 2011B and 2012A, 
which include 3 and 1 proposals newly approved.  
As for Priority Field Proposals, Nanotechnology 
Support Proposals, Green/Life Innovation Proposals 
and Industrial Application Proposals were called for 
in 2011B, while Green/Life Innovation Proposals 
and Industry Creation Proposals were called for in 
2012A.  Out of the 249 submitted proposals, 148 
proposals were approved in 2011B, and 44 out of 
the 72 submitted proposals were approved in 2012A.  
The proposal statistics are shown in Table IV for the 
period from 1997B to 2012A; Power User Proposals 
and JASRI Proposals are excluded.  During the period 
from 2003B to 2012A, 18 user groups were designated 
as Power User groups (PUs), which include 7 PUs 
active in 2012A.  To date, a total of 4710 shifts have 
been used by PUs, 588 shifts of which were spent 

from 2011B to 2012A.  In particular, 3 proposals were 
approved as the “Affected Facilities Support Proposal” 
in 2011B. 
 SPring-8 consistently provided 1,927 hours of user 
beamtime in 2011B and 1,971 hours in 2012A.  Since 
the start of operation in 1997, SPring-8 has succeeded 
in providing users with a total beamtime of 57,112 
hours.  In 2011B, 1,049 experiments were conducted 
by 7,345 users at public and contract beamlines, and 
922 experiments by 6,996 users in 2012A.  From the 
start of operation in 1997 to 2012A, a total of 21,411 
experiments were conducted by 146,473 users. 
 The beamtime available to the users, the number of 
experiments conducted, and the number of user visits 
at the public and contract beamlines are summarized 
in Table V and in Fig. 3.
 Figure 4 shows the breakdown of the approved 
proposals sorted by user affiliation and of the number 
of experiments conducted at the public beamlines from 
1997B to 2012A.  The percentages of experiments 
conducted by users from abroad were 5.6% in 2011B 
and 5.8% in 2012A. 
 For the promotion of Industrial Application at 
SPring-8, the Industrial Application Division was 
established in 2005.  With consultation support for 
industrial users given by the division’s coordinators, 
currently, Industrial Application Proposals account for 

Research Term Beamtime 
(shifts) Deadline Submitted 

proposals
Approved 
proposals

Notes 
1997B-2006B: The number of proposals are indicated as of submission deadline.
After 2007A: The total number of proposals are indicated.
The number of longterm proposals are counted by beamline, that is, 
 if the project leader uses 2 beamlines, it is counted as 2 proposals.
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457
520
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621

1997.1.10
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1998.7.12
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2000.6.17
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1999A: 1998.11 - 1999.06
1999B: 1999.09 - 1999.12
2000A: 2000.02 - 2000.06
2000B: 2000.10 - 2001.01
2001A: 2001.02 - 2001.06
2001B: 2001.09 - 2002.02
2002A: 2002.02 - 2002.07
2002B: 2002.09 - 2003.02
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2012A: 2012.04 - 2012.07

Table IV.  Numbers of submitted proposals 
and approved proposals by research term Table V.  Numbers of experiments and users at 

public and contract beamlines by research term 

Experiments ExperimentsUsers Users
User time

(hours)
Public BL Contract BLResearch Term

Notes  
The number of longterm proposals are counted by beamline, that is, if  two 
beamlines were used for one experiment, those are counted as two experiments.
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approximately 20% of the total number of proposals 
conducted at the public beamlines.  In addition, the 
Measurement Service has been introduced since 
2007B, in which the personnel of the Industrial 
Application Division carry out XAFS measurements 

on behalf of users at BL14B2.  SPring-8 has also 
launched the Mail-in Protein Crystallography Data 
Collection Service at BL38B1 and the Powder X-ray 
Diffraction Measurement Service at BL19B2 since 
2009B. 
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Fig. 3.  Numbers of user visits and conducted experiments.

Fig. 4.  Number of approved proposals by affiliation of applicants (public beamlines).
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