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IV. User Program and Statistics

   SPring-8 calls for public use proposals twice a year.  
The submitted proposals are reviewed by the SPring-8 
Proposal Review Committee (SPring-8 PRC).  Since 
1997, SPring-8 has accepted a variety of proposals.  
The historical change in the proposal categories is 
summarized in Fig. 3.  For the promotion of Industrial 
Application at SPring-8, the Industrial Application 
Division was established in 2005.  With consultation 
support for industrial users given by the division's 
coordinators, currently, Industrial Application Proposals 
account for approximately 20% of the total number 
of proposals conducted at the public beamlines.  In 
addition, the Measurement Service was introduced 
in 2007B, in which the personnel of the Industrial 
Application Division carry out XAFS measurements on 
behalf of users at BL14B2.  SPring-8 also launched 
the Mail-in Protein Crystallography Data Collection 
Service at BL38B1 and the Powder X-ray Diffraction 
Measurement Service at BL19B2 in 2009B, and 
Hard X-ray Photoemission Spectroscopy (HAXPES) 
Measurement Service, Thin Film Analysis (GIXD/XRR) 
Measurement Service at BL46XU in 2012B.  Proposal 
statistics from 1997B to 2013B are shown in Table IV. 

   SPring-8 consistently provides ~4000 hours of user 
beamtime per year.  Since beginning operation in 1997, 
SPring-8 has provided users with a total beamtime of 
62,704 hours. The beamtime available to users, the 
number of experiments conducted, and the number 
of user visits at the public and contract beamlines 
are summarized in Table V and in Fig. 4.  Part of the 
proposals is for proprietary use, in which refereed reports 
may not be required. Figure 5 shows the number of the 
proprietary use for each research term. The number is 
increasing for the public beamlines. Figure 6 shows the 
number of unique users for each fiscal year; there are 
approximately 1500 new users annually. The number 
of submitted and approved proposals by research term, 
the approved rate, the total shift of the beamtime for the 
public beamlines are summarized in Fig. 7.  The approved 
rate is about 70% since the inception of SPring-8.  The 
breakdowns of approved proposals sorted by user 
affiliation at the public and contract beamlines are   
shown in Fig. 8 and Fig. 9, respectively.  The numbers 
of the approved proposals sorted by research area at 
the public and contract beamlines are shown in Fig. 10       
and Fig. 11, respectively.

Fig. 3.  Categories of proposals for the public beamlines.
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Table IV.  Numbers of submitted proposals 
and approved proposals by research term

Table V.  Numbers of experiments and users at 
public and contract beamlines by research term 

Research Term Deadline Submitted 
proposals

Approved 
proposals

Notes: 
1997B-2006B: The number of proposals are indicated as of submission deadline.
After 2007A: The total number of proposals are indicated.
The number of longterm proposals are counted by beamline, that is, 
 if the project leader uses two beamlines, it is counted as two proposals.

198
305
392
431
424
582
502
619
643
751
733
938
772
886
878
973
916
867
1099
1007
1009
1163
979
1076
919
1022
1024
1077
816
965
880
905

134
229
258
246
326
380
409
457
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563
621
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547
624
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555
761
721
749
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731
724
621
757
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594

1997.1.10
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1998.7.12
1999.6.19
1999.10.16
2000.6.17
2000.10.21
2001.5.26
2001.10.27
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2002.10.28
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2005.6.7
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2006.5.25
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2007.6.7
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2013.6.20
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2001A: 2001.02 - 2001.06
2001B: 2001.09 - 2002.02
2002A: 2002.02 - 2002.07
2002B: 2002.09 - 2003.02
2003A: 2003.02 - 2003.07
2003B: 2003.09 - 2004.02
2004A: 2004.02 - 2004.07
2004B: 2004.09 - 2004.12
2005A: 2005.04 - 2005.08
2005B: 2005.09 - 2005.12
2006A: 2006.03 - 2006.07
2006B: 2006.09 - 2006.12
2007A: 2007.03 - 2007.07
2007B: 2007.09 - 2008.02
2008A: 2008.04 - 2008.07
2008B: 2008.10 - 2009.03
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2013A: 2013.04 - 2012.07
2013B: 2013.10 - 2013.12

Experiments ExperimentsUsers Users
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Note:   
The number of longterm proposals are counted by beamline, that is, if  two beamlines
were used for one experiment, those are counted as two experiments.
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Fig. 4.  Numbers of user visits and conducted experiments. Fig. 5.  Number of shifts for proprietary proposals.
              One shift is 8 hours at SPring-8 beamlines.
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Fig. 7.  Numbers of submitted proposals and approved 
            proposals by research term (public beamlines).
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Fig. 6.  Numbers of user visits and conducted experiments.

Fig. 8.  Number of conducted proposals by project leaders 
(public beamlines).

Fig. 9.  Number of conducted proposals by affiliation categories 
(contract beamlines).

Fig. 10.  Number of conducted proposals by research area 
(public beamlines).

Fig. 11.  Number of conducted proposals by research area 
(contract beamlines).
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